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WE CLAIM: 



*^ 1. A irjethod for facilitating a chat session between a 
first user anjd a second user, both visiting a first web server, the 



method compr 
receivi 

to the first 
receivi 



sing: 

ig, from the first user, a first user ID corresponding 
user and an address of the first web server; 
g, from the second user, a second user ID 
corresponding to the second user and the address of the first web 
server; 

providikig, to the first user, at least an indication of the 
second user llD; 

receiving, from the first user, a request to open one of a 
public chat session, a semi-public chat session and a private chat 
session witi the second user; 

transmitting, to the second user, an indication that the first 
user has requested one of the public chat session, the semi-public 
chat session and the private chat session; and 

receimng, from the second user, an acceptance to enter the 
chat sessiqn designated by the first user. 



6) 



2. 



The 



method of claim 1, wherein the chat session is a 
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2 public chat| session and wherein the chat session is visible to 

3 other users! 
\ 



/9 



70 



3. The method of claim 1, wherein the chat session is a 

2 private chat \session and whereirT'th'e chat session is not visible to 

3 other users 



\l ^ S 



\1 ^ ^emi -public 
-} 

[3 only to use 



Tfhe method of claim 1, wherein ' the chat session is a 
chat session and wherein^the chat session is visible 
ps having a predetermined user profile, 

\ 



2 




5. The 
comprises : 



1.3'^^ receiving 

4 regarding oth 

5 searching 

6 visiting the 



1 6. The; 

2 request for o 



method of claim 1, wherein the providing step further 



, from the first user, a query for information 
^v users visiting ^the first web site; and 

a user database to determine which users are 
first web site. 



method of claim 5, wherein the query includes a 
ther users having predetermined personal data. 



7. A rrethod for providing usage information of a first web 
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2 V site designatled by a user, the method comprising: 



^ sit 

i 



receiving, from the user, a designation of the first web 



e as a horn 



page; 

5^"^ monitori|ig usage of the homepage by a plurality of users; 

6 ^ and 

transmit|ting data representative of the usage to the user 
is visiting a second web page. 



8 when the user 



^* mdthod of claim 1, further comprising: 

\r/ displaying [:o the user the usage information in a graphical 



ry ^ 

id'i format. 



ry2 

La 



9. The me 
dlspl 
format . 



aying 



1 10. The mfethod 

2 is displayed autpmat 



1 11. The m 

2 is displayed on 



hod of claim 7, further comprising: 

to the user the usage information in a text 



of claim 7, wherein the usage information 
ically to th^e— user. 



sthod of claim 7, wherein the usage information 
upon a command -generated by the user. 



ly 
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omputer-readable medium encoded with processing 

sj for implementing a method for facilitating a chat 

3 JJ^session betvJeen a first user and second user, both visiting a 
\ 

4^ first web server, the method comprising: 



12. A 
2 ^\ instructions 



5 
6 
7 

08 

fao 
fii 

==12 
03 
1=44 
Q5 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 



receivijng, from the first user, a first user ID 
correspondi4g to the first user and an address of the first web 
server; 

receivtng, from the second user, a second user ID 
correspondifig to the second user and the address of the first web 
server; 

providing, to the first user, at least an indication of the 
second useir ID; 

receiving, from the first user, a request to open one of a 
public chai session, a semi-public chat session and a private 
chat session with the second user; 

trans^aitting, to the second user, an indication that the 
has requested one of the public chat session, the 
. :: chat session and the private chat session; and 



first user 
semi-publi 



receiy/'ing, from the second user, an acceptance to enter the 



chat sessi 



Dn designated by the first user, 



13, 'i\n apparatus for facilitating a chat session between a 
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first user and {second user, both visiting a first web server, 
comprising: 

a prclcessor; and 

a memory storing processing instructions for 
controlling the processor, the processor operative with the 
processing instructions to: 

receive, from the first user, a first user ID 
corresponding! to the first user and an address of the first web 
server; 

recfeive, from the second user, a second user ID 
corresponding! to the second user and the address of the first web 
server; 

profv^ide, to the first user, at least an indication of 
the second usler ID; 

recjeive, from the first user, a request to open one of 
session, a semi-public chat session and a private 
with the second user; 

nsmit, to the second user, an indication that the 
s requested one of the public chat session, the 
semi-public cthat session and a private chat session; and 

recpeive, from the second user, an acceptance to enter 
ion designated by the first user. 



a public chat 
chat session 
trc 

first user he 



the chat ses;; 



\ 
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14. A /computer-readable medium encoded with processing 
instructions /for implementing a method for providing usage 
information pf a first web site designated by a user, the method 
comprising ; 

receiving, from the user, a designation of the first' 
web page as/ a homepage; 

)nitoring usage of the homepage by a plurality of 

users; and 

Iransmitting data representative of the usage to the 



user when 

15. 

first web 



controlling 
processing 

web page a 

users; and 



:he user is visiting a second web page. 

An apparatus for providing usage information of a 
site designated by a user, comprising: 

a processor; and ^ 
a memory storing processing instructions for 

the processor, the processor operative with the 
instructions to: 

receive, from the user, a designation of the first 
a homepage; 

monitor usage of the homepage by a plurality of 
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^\ user when 
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' transmit data representative of the usage to the 
th^ user is visiting a second web page. 



3 
4 
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16. A method for facilitating a communication between a 



first user and s 
the method, comp 
receiv 
corresponding to 



the second user 



recei 



scond user, both visiting a first web server, 
ising : 

Lng, from the first user, a first user ID 

the first user and an address of the first web 



server; 

receiving, from the second user, a second user ID 
corresponding to the second user and the address of the first web 
server; 

providing, to the first user, at least an indication of 
ID; and 

ing, from the first user, a request to 



communicate witli the second user. 



ransmi 



17. The 
t 

the first user 
recei 



receive a commun 



method of claim 16, further comprising: 

tting, to the s-eCond user, an indication that 
has requested a communication; and 
ving, from the second user, an acceptance to 
ication from the first user. 
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18. A computer readable mediiim encoded with processing 
instructions fpr performing a method for facilitating a 
communication /between a first user and second user, both visiting 
a first web server, the method comprising: 

redeiving, from the first user, a first user ID 
corresponding to the first user and an address of the first web 
server; 

refceiving, from the second user, a second user ID 



correspondir 
server; 

P 

the second 



communicate 



g to the second user and the address of the first web 



oviding, to the first user, at least an indication of 
iser ID; and 
ceiving, from the first user, a request to 
with the second user. 



19. Ffi apparatus for facilitating a communication between a 
first user and second user, both visiting a first web server, 
the apparatus comprising: 
processor; and 
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a memory storing processing instructions for 
controlling the processor, the processor operative with the 
processing instructions to: 

/receive, from the first user, a first user ID 
corresponding to the first user and an address of the first web 
server; / 

I receive, from the second user, a second user ID 
corresponding! to the second user and the address of the first web 
server; 

provide, to the first user, at least an indication 
of the second user ID; 

receive, from the first user, a request to 
communicate Jith the second user; ^ and 

I provide to the second user an address for 
communicating with the second user. 




